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Meltdown at the Sharpe Shoppe

        Photo  by Tonya Page

By Robert White
Riding in their truck and hauling a new 

trailer, Libby and Tim Mancini were re-
turning from Georgia to their home in 
Frankfurt, New York when they decided 
to pull off of I-77 last Saturday around 
5:00 pm to get gas at the Exxon station on 
Blythewood Road.

Libby Mancini said, “We pulled around 
to get gas and my husband said, ‘it looks 
like it is smoking!’  So he was getting the 
diesel and he went to lift the hood and a 
guy from across the way screamed your 
truck is on fire!”  According to Manci-
ni, her husband yelled for her to get her 
things out of the truck. “We grabbed the 
extinguisher and started to spray, but by 
that time my husband said it’s not even 
worth it and that we should back up in 
case it blew up!” 

The couple escaped unharmed and even 
managed to get their new trailer unhooked 
and away from the fire. They also man-
aged to gather their belongings, but could 
not rescue Libby Mancini’s shoes and she 
had to pad barefoot around the wreckage 

with her husband as their Ford Dually was 
slowly engulfed by the flames. 

Larry Sharpe, owner of the Exxon sta-
tion where the fire occurred, described 
what happened next stating, “He (Mr. 
Mancini) tried to put it out with his fire 
extinguishers, it didn’t work. He ran in-
side and they got the big fire extinguishers 
from the inside of the store and that still 
did not put it out. It was up under the en-
gine somewhere and it just burned.” 

Sharpe expressed his gratitude that no-
body was hurt and praised employees who 
activated an emergency shut down of the 
pump. The fire, which consumed the front 
end of the Ford Dually, also destroyed 
one of the gas station’s diesel pumps as 
well as the canopy overhead. Sharpe 
estimated the replacement cost of the 
pump to be approximately $25,000. The 
Fire prompted a large response from the 
Columbia and Blythewood Fire Depart-
ments with Engines 25, 26 and 27, Lad-
der Truck 14, Rescue Unit 3, a hazmat 
crew and a foam truck dispatched to the 
scene. 
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Fashion Show Fundraiser 
at Laura’s Tea Room
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Winnsboro/Fairfield County News

Fairfield County Council Meets with SCANA CEO in Executive Session

  Fairfield County Council met with repre-
sentatives of SCANA Monday in executive 
session to discuss matters related to the halt 
of construction on Unit 2 and Unit 3 at the 
V.C. Summer Nuclear Station.  SCANA 
representatives attending the session includ-
ed Kevin Marsh, the Chairman and CEO 
of SCANA, Jeffrey B. Archie, the Senior 
Vice-President of SCANA Corporation and 
Senior Vice President and Chief Nuclear Of-
ficer for SCE&G, and Stephen A. Byrne.  
   Council did not comment on specific is-
sues discussed during the executive session 
following its adjournment as they pertained 
to ongoing legal matters, but returning 
to regular session following the meeting, 
Councilman Dan Ruff of Ridgeway made a 
motion, stating, “I would like to move to al-
low the Administrator (Jason Taylor) to pro-
cure legal counsel to represent the county in 
all matters related to the V.C. Summer new 
nuclear project abandonment plan as it per-
tains to and affects the couny’s Fee in Lieu 
of Taxes Agreement with SCANA, includ-

ing but not limited to litigation and interven-
tion in the processes of the Public Service 
Commission as related thereto.” The motion 
was subsequently passed by council. 
  Declining to specifically comment on 
the executive session discussions, Council 
Chairman Billy Smith did state, “The meet-
ing was an important step in what I expect 
to be a long and tough process for us to go 
through and we have a lot of work to do in 
the process.” 
  The Fee in Lieu of Taxes Agreement was 
projected to raise the revenues currently re-
ceived by Fairfield County from $28.1 mil-
lion to an estimated $80 million when both 
reactors came on line. One county project 
immediately affected by the shutdown may 
be the proposed purchase and development 
of the 508-acre Caiman property located on 
I-77 between Exits 46 and 48. This proposal 
received first reading at the last regularly 
scheduled council meeting, but has been re-
moved from the agenda for the time being 
while impact of the shutdown of construc-
tion at V.C. Summer is assessed. 
   Addressing the county’s needs, Fairfield 
County Administrator Jason Taylor said,” 

Thomas J. Martin, Jr., District Deputy Grand Master of the Masonic Lodge, 
along with other Lodge members presented Fairfield County Council with 
a portrait of President George Washington during council’s meeting on 
Monday night.
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Our needs haven’t changed just because our 
ability to exercise fees through that Fee in 
Lieu of Taxes Agreement may have been 
modified. We still need water and sewer.  
We still need an administrative building that 

doesn’t leak and the air conditioners work 
in. We still need additional industrial sites 
to attract more industry. All of those needs 
are still there.”  

By Robert White

Jeff Shacker from the Municipal 
Association of South Carolina 
(MASC) presented the Town of 
Ridgeway with an Achievement 
Award during the Aug. 10 town 
council meeting.  Competing 
against thirty-two other cities 
and towns from across the state 
with populations of 1,000 or fewer 
people, Ridgeway won the award 
for its project entitled The Arts:  
A picture Is Worth More Than A 
1000 Words In Ridgeway.  The 
town originally received the award 
at the Municipal Association’s 

annual meeting on July 22 which 
was attended by Mayor Charlene 
Herring and Councilman Angela 
Harrison.  Presenting the town 
with its plaque, Shacker spoke 
about the mission of MASC and 
was introduced to representatives 
of Ridgeway’s Merchants 
Association as well as members 
of Ridgeway’s arts community 
including representatives from 
Arts on the Ridge, the Fairfield 
County Arts Council and members 
of the Ridgeway Historical/Cultural 
Committee. 

        Photo by Robert White 

United Way of the Midlands hosts school supply drive
for families affected by Fairfield nuclear site shutdown

United Way of the Midlands hosts school supply drive  
for families affected by Fairfield County nuclear site closure 

United Way of the Midlands in partnership with the Fairfield County Chamber of 
Commerce is collecting school supply donations for children of families affected by the 
recent layoffs at the nuclear facility in Fairfield County. Donations are being collected at 
four sites throughout the Midlands including: 

• United Way of the Midlands – 1818 Blanding Street, Columbia, SC 29201
• Fairfield Chamber of Commerce - 120 N Congress St, Winnsboro, SC 29180
• Parke-Sterling Bank - 801 US-321 Bypass, Winnsboro, SC 29180
• Ruff Hardware - 165 N Palmer St, Ridgeway, SC 29130

Monetary donations can also be contributed to purchase school supplies at uway.org. 
All donations will be collected through Aug. 31.  

“When something this significant affects part of our community, in affects our entire 
community,” said Sara Fawcett, President and CEO of United Way of the Midlands. “We 
wanted to provide a way for everyone in the Midlands to get involved and give back to 
these families who’ve been affected in some way.” 

Visit uway.org for more details. 

  United Way of the Midlands in partner-
ship with the Fairfield County Chamber 
of Commerce is collecting school supply 
donations for children of families affected 
by the recent layoffs at the nuclear facility 
in Fairfield County. Donations are being 
collected at four sites throughout the Mid-
lands including: 
   •United Way of the Midlands – 1818 Blan-
ding Street, Columbia, SC 29201•Fairfield 
Chamber of Commerce - 120 N Congress 
St, Winnsboro, SC 29180•Parke-Sterling 
Bank - 801 US-321 Bypass, Winnsboro, 
SC 29180•Ruff Hardware - 165 N Palmer 
St, Ridgeway, SC 29130
   Monetary donations can also be contrib-

uted to pur-
chase school 
supplies at 
u w a y. o r g . 
All dona-
tions will 
be collected through Aug. 31.  “When 
something this significant affects part of 
our community, in affects our entire com-
munity,” said Sara Fawcett, President and 
CEO of United Way of the Midlands. 
“We wanted to provide a way for every-
one in the Midlands to get involved and 
give back to these families who’ve been 
affected in some way.” Visit uway.org for 
more details. 

Fairfield Council Receives Update on Cambio Academy 
During their meeting on Oct. 24, Council-

man Douglas Pauley called upon the Fair-
field County Council to consider complaints 
brought to him by constituents about Cambio 
Academy, located in Winnsboro on Green-
brier Mossydale Rd. The Academy had been 
the subject of 95 calls to the Fairfield County 
Sheriff’s Department since opening in May of 
this year.  

 Pursuant to Pauley’s request, County Ad-
ministrator Jason Taylor, Assistant County Ad-
ministrator Davis Anderson and Sheriff Will 
Montgomery met with the Cambio’s new Ex-
ecutive Director, Pamela Wood, to discuss the 
ongoing problems at the Academy on Nov. 13 

and presented a report to council during their 
meeting on Monday evening.  

 Addressing the situation, Jason Taylor said, 
“We are hoping we can do some things to fix 
those problems.  In that community there are 
certain levels of care that you have, depend-
ing on what your situation is, which then de-
termines what facility is appropriate for you 
to go into. I do feel, and Ms. Wood felt also 
that a number of the girls that they have are 
inappropriate to the level of care that Cambio 
provides. She has identified eight to ten indi-
viduals that do not probably need to be at that 
facility, but need to be somewhere else that has 
a higher level of care.”  Taylor also discussed 
a variety of possible security changes includ-
ing door alarms and locks that could provide 
a heightened physical security for the facility. 

 During a discussion with The Country 

Chronicle following the meeting Wood said, 
“I inherited a lot of these problems. The two 
prior Executive Directors had no clinical ex-
perience, no DSS experience.  I have done this 
for 20 years with two very long standing and 
reputable programs in Columbia and we are 
going to fix these problems. The first thing we 
are doing is discharging some kids who don’t 
need to be in this level of care. We have gotten 
pricing on putting a fence around the facility. 
I understand that some of the neighbors are 
concerned about the possibility of a fence go-
ing around the facility, but we have got to do 
something to try and contain the kids, so they 
are not impacting the neighbor’s privacy and 
property.” 

 Wood, who became the new director of 
Cambio Academy two months ago, is a li-
censed independent social worker in clinical 

practice and has twenty years of experience 
working with DSS children. She previously 
served as clinical director of Three Rivers 
Behavioral Health and Carolina Children’s 
Home.   

 Remarking further on the academy, Wood 
also said, “It is a beautiful facility.  We put 
over three million dollars into a dilapidated 
old building that was run down and sat empty 
for ten years…We are here to stay and we are 
going to fix the problems that the community 
has had to endure. We are committed to that.  
I want to provide jobs to people in Fairfield 
County. It is an economically depressed area 
and we are providing jobs for about 40 people 
right now. We want to continue to do that and 
continue to provide care for these kids.  We all 
see that we have some kids that don’t need to 
be here and we are trying to fix that.”    

     

The Artist’s CoOp in Winnsboro officially 
opened its doors on Thurs., Nov. 8. The 
brainchild of real estate developer Wanda 
Carnes and local artist Christy Buchanan, 
the CoOp is part of Carnes effort to revital-
ize the Congress Street area of Winnsboro 
into a cultural destination for art and antique 
minded tourists. Aiming for the collector 
who seeks out unique original folk art, the 
CoOp is committed to maintaining a vetted 
gallery of likeminded artists.  
   Ernest Lee, better known as the “Chicken 
Man” is the CoOp’s first featured artist.  The 
CoOp will also feature works by other lo-
cal and regional artists such as Curan Stone, 

Suzie Sue Smith, Valerie Lamott, Becky 
Berry, Clay Dreaming Studio, Lee Miller, 
Kip Ramey, Charlie Dingler and Mavis Ste-
vens.  
   The Artisits CoOp is a sister store to Sun-
shine & Serenity Boutique, located next 
door at 125 N. Congress Street, which 
opened its doors on Sept 30.  Remarking 
on her new venter, Carnes said, “The Folk-
Art center is my gift to Fairfield County and 
the residents, to help them come together 
and try and put unity back in the commu-
nity.” The Artist’s CoOp is open from 9am 
to 5pm Thursday thru Saturday.  Pictured 
above, Earnest Lee, artist Christy Buchanan 
and developer Wanda Carnes welcomed the 
community to the Artists CoOp.

Artists CoOp Holds Open House

By Robert White
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Ridgeway Mayor Charlene Herring and Principal Gillian Barclay-Smith 
cut the grand opening ribbon at the new Barclay School on Cook Road in 
Ridgeway. Former site of the Palmetto Montessori School, this new loca-
tion will enable the school to accommodate up to 80 students. The students 
gave guided tours to open house visitors and served a hot dog lunch during 
the grand opening ceremonies. The Barclay School is a 501(c)(3) charitable 
organization that serves special needs students. To find out more about the 
school please visit http://thebarclayschool.org/.

Ribbon cutting at Barclay School

        Photo by  Robert White

By Robert White

this is the header for the Blythewood paper ON PAGE 2.

On page 2 of the Winnsboro/Fairfield County front , 
there will NOT  be a header on page 2.

CDC Executive Directory Larry K. Salley addressed 
council during its Monday night session.
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Benedict-Allen Community Development Corp. Addresses Fairfield Council
                                By Robert White 
Fairfield County Council heard from Benedict-Allen 

Community Development Corporation (CDC) Executive 
Director Larry K. Salley about a unique grant program 
available to Fairfield County residents during its April 8, 
meeting. The CDC, which has been actively recruiting in 
Fairfield County, has only received three applicants for the 
program after sending out 85 letters to churches and con-
tacting other resources.  The CDC serves an area that was 
federally designated in 1999, characterized by high unem-
ployment, a high percentage of female-headed households, 
very low household wealth and low rates of minority busi-
ness ownership. 

Salley indicated the CDC was seeking individuals eigh-
teen and up to receive training in the transporting industry  
and construction industry and that the CDC could help ap-
plicants get their full CDL after completion of the program.  

According to Salley applicants must be residents of Fair-
field County and are required to pass a pre-employment 
drug screen.  

“They will receive all the training and all the resources 
we have through the program and at the conclusion of the 
program we will assist them with getting a job,” Salley stat-
ed.  Applicants have to be unemployed or underemployed 
and they must have a high school diploma or GED. Upon 
completion of the program, the CDC helps to place em-
ployees with private companies and contractors who build 
roads throughout the state. 

In other business, council also voted to accept as a gift 
one acre of land located at 1622 Scott’s Crossing Rd. in 
Winnsboro, Tax Map No. 179-00-01-013, from CDS Com-
pany, which is owned by Councilman Jimmy Ray Douglas, 
who recused himself from the vote. 

Laura’s Tea Room acted as host to the 4th Annual Ladies Luncheon and 
Fashion Show staged by the Columbiettes of Transfiguration Catholic Church 
on Sun., April 7.  An auxiliary of the Knights of Columbia, the Columbiettes 
are a service organization of women.  The luncheon and fashion held annually 
at Laura’s Tea Room is the organization’s largest annual fundraiser and ap-
proximately $4,600 in profits from this year’s event will be donated to Birth-
right of Columbia, Lighthouse for Life, The Big Red Barn, Palmetto Place 
Children’s Shelter and Clean of Heart.  Bella & Blue Boutique of Ridgeway 
provided clothing for the models and Cherie Nettles served as guest speaker 
for the luncheon that was attended by approximately eighty women.Photo by Robert White 

Kelly Miller Elementary Career Day
Kids at Kelly Miller Elementary School in Fairfield County got a peak at 

future career options during the school’s annual career day on Mon., April 
1. Students were introduced to a diverse group of professionals ranging from 
real estate agents to massage therapists, as well as local first responders. The 
Fairfield County Sheriff’s Office added to the day’s lineup by bringing out 
their tactical response and rescue vehicle for the students to explore and EMS 
personnel showed the students the type of equipment they use when respond-
ing to daily emergencies.    



It was my junior year 
in college before I had the 
unfortunate experience of 
meeting, for the first time, 
a man who did not keep 
his word.

He had been, as it 
turned out, temporarily, 
put in charge of a news-
paper that was struggling 
with its first computer 
system. There was a lot of 
imputing that needed to 
be done such as press re-
leases, obituaries, public 
service announcements 
and birth announcements.

Proud as a peacock of 
his ascension to manage-
ment, albeit a brief one, he 
called and asked if I would 
consider a part-time job. I 
had just finished an intern-
ship there, so I was fairly 
certain that I was being 
hired for the stellar job I 
had done answering the 
telephone, handing out the 
mail and making coffee. 
I was going to school full-
time and already I had two 
regular part-time jobs, one 
at a radio station and an-
other at a dress shop. But 
I desperately wanted to 
work in newspaper.

“You need to input all of 
this,” he motioned with his 
cigar to a desk stacked 2 
feet high with papers on 
the afternoon I first report-
ed for work. “When you get 
all of this finished, I’ll let 
you fill in as a reporter. I’ll 
make you a regular part-
timer. You can cover coun-
cil meetings and the such.”

I was so excited to have 
my third job, on my way to 
being an official reporter. 
Every morning, I arrived 
by 5 a.m., typed frantical-

ly until 7:45 then dashed 
off for my 8 a.m. Southern 
Lit class with Mrs. Nancy 
Story. It took a month, but 
I got it all done and though 
I was sleep deprived, I 
was ready to move on to 
the big league of having 
my byline appear in the 
newspaper. Mama was go-
ing to be so proud.

“I never told you that,” 
he said, laughing when 
I asked about the news 
room job. “This was al-
ways a temporary job.”

“That’s not what you 
said!” I protested.

“Of course, it was,” he 
grinned sinisterly and 
chewed on his cigar. It 
was the first time that 
anyone had ever lied to 
me and the thought of 
it, for the next couple of 
years, would cause great, 
steamy anger to arise in 
me. I have remembered it 
always. 

I suppose it made such 
an impression on me be-
cause I had been raised 
in a home where the truth 
was hallowed. And even 
more sacred than the 
truth was the obligation 
to keep any promise made. 
If you said you would, you 
did. If you committed, you 
stood by it. In this, there 
was never any gray area.

“Daddy, did you get that 
color construction paper 
I need for my class proj-
ect?” I asked one night. I 
was 11.

He turned and looked at 
me steadily for a moment 
before answering. “Did I 
tell you I’d get it?”

“Yes.”
“Then, little girl, you 

can be assured that I 

did it. It’s in there on the 
kitchen table.”

I grew up in a safe en-
vironment because I 
knew there was never 
any second guessing or 
looking over my shoulder. 
I learned that nothing 
is more comforting than 
knowing a person stands 
behind his word and can 
always be counted on. I 
feel that way about my 

sister. I know she is al-
ways as good as her word. 
That means a lot.

There is downside to be-
ing raised that way -- no 
matter how old you get, 
you still expect that a 
man will keep his word.

When someone asks for 
a piece of advice on career, 
the first thing that comes 
to me is, “Do what you say 
you’re going to do.”

When people find out 
that they can count on 
you, they’re always ready 
to count you in. I think 
it’s the surest way to suc-
cess.

(Ronda Rich is the best-
selling author of Mark 
My Words: A Memoir of 
Mama. Please visit www.
rondarich.com to sign up 
for her free weekly news-
letter.)
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By Ronda Rich

Community Calendar
BLYTHEWOOD

• FARMERS MARKET. The Bly-
thewood Farmers Market will 
be held each Wed. through 
the month of October in 
Doko Meadows, 171 Lang-
ford Rd., from 4 until 7pm.

HILLCLIMBERS.. Hillclimbers, a 
nondenominational senior ac-
tivity, will be held on Sept. 5 
in the Youth Building at Trin-
ity United Methodist Church.  
Program on fall gardening 
presented by the Clemson 
Extension office will begin at 
11am with lunch following at 
noon provided by  Scottie’s 
for a cost of $7. Please call or 
text (803) 673-2051 by 6pm 
on Sept. 3 to reserve lunch.

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH. Trinity 
United Methodst Church will 
hold a Back to  School Bash 
on Aug. 20 from 3-5pm. All 
children in 1st-12th grades 
along with their families are 
invited. Come out for a fun 
time of free food, inflatables, 
music, games and more.

LIONS CLUB GOSPEL  NIGHT. Plan 
to join the local Lions clubs at 
Doko Manor on Sun., Aug. 20, 
from 4 to 8pm for Gospel Night 
for Sight and Hearing. The 
evening will include gospel 
music, great snack foods and 
a huge silent auction. Lions 
Clubs from Blythewood, Co-
lumbia NE, greater Irmo and 
Winnsboro will host the event. 
All funds raised will be used 
to provide eye exams, eye-
glasses and hearing aids for 
those in need in our communi-
ties. For ticket or sponsor info 
please contact Lion Kimber-
lee Keener at (803) 718-0701 
or Lion Barbara Pemberton at 
(803) 315-9346.

RIDGEWAY

•AA MEETINGS. Alcoholics Anon-
ymous meetings are held on 
Mondays at 7:30 pm at St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church, par-
ish house, 296 E. Church St./
Longtown Rd., in Ridgeway. 
For more information contact 
David K. at (803) 673-1399.

• BIKES & BOATS POKER RUN. 
Lake Wateree 2nd Annual 
Bikes & Boats Poker Run ben-
efitting Lake Wateree VFW 
Post 8346 will be held Sat., 
Aug. 12. First 500 registered 
participants will receive a free 
tee shirt. Call (803) 622-4364 
for more information or down-
load registration forms at http://
vfwpost8346.org/poker-run.

 WINNSBORO

.ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVERS SUP-
PORT. Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Support Group is designed to 
provide emotional, education-
al and social support for care-
givers. Meetings are held the 
second Tues. of every month 
from 6 to 7 pm at the Council 
on Aging Senior Center Build-
ing, 210 E. Washington St., in 
Winnsboro. For more info call 
Debbie Brown at (803) 633-
4282 or Wanda Mills at (803) 
3015.

•FARMERS MARKET. The Winns-
boro Farmers and Artisans 

Market will be held each Sat. 
through the month of October 
from 9am to 1pm at the Clock 
Tower, 100  S. Congress St. 
Please visit Facebook for mar-
ket events, vendors & more 
details.

  BBQ DINNER TRAIN. The SC 
Railroad Museum, 110 Indus-
trial Park Rd. in Winnsboro, 
will offer a special BBQ Dinner 
Train on Aug. 19. Train departs 
promptly at 6:30pm. Limited 
seating. Tickets may be pur-
chased at scrm.org.

• TOTAL ECLIPSE VIEWING PARTY. 
Aug. 21, come view the Great 
American Eclipse through so-
lar glasses, gaze upon the  
Sun through a properly filtered 
solar telescope and explore 
interactive exhibits related to 
eclipse science at Garden St. 
Park, corner of  Drayton & N. 
Garden St. in Winnsboro from 
1-4pm. This event is free and 
open to the public.
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216 EAST MARION STREET
KERSHAW, SC 29067

(803) 475-3475
MON-FRI 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

2689 HIGHWAY #1.SOUTH
ELGIN, SC 29045

(803) 438-7698
MON-FRI 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

1344 HAILE STREET
CAMDEN, SC 29020

(803) 432-1996
MON-FRI 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

SAT 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

710 DEWITT DRIVE
LUGOFF, SC 29078

(803) 438-1806
MON-FRI 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Eighteen primary care physicians and physician extenders with 250 combined years experience, 
serving patients in Kershaw, Lancaster, Lee, Richland, Sumter and surrounding counties.

SHEALTH PARTNERS, P.A.
SENTINEL

PRIMARY CARE DIVISION

Our mission is simple -
GOOD HEALTH FOR YOUR FAMILY

Our mission is simple -
GOOD HEALTH FOR YOUR FAMILY

'Swanging'
About halfway through my morning run, 

just about the time droplets of "dew" were 
running down my face and I wasn’t looking 
none too good for the wearing, a red Ford 
Ranger pick-up truck pulled up beside me, 
stopped and a man, gray in hair and weath-
ered in face, rolled down his window. 

 “Boy, I tell ya, I love that swang.”
It took a second for his words to register. 

Then I got it, grinned and walked over to the 
truck.

“I’m so glad,” I replied.
“Now, I mean it. I ain’t never been prouder 

of nothin’.”
His brother, One Arm, who is my friend 

and neighbor was in the passenger seat so he 
leaned over and said, “That’s the truth. He 
loves that thang.”

One Arm, so nicknamed because he has 
only one arm, lives up the road a piece from 
us. When he’s in the yard as I run by, I’ll stop 
for a bit of conversation. We talk about the 
weather, horses, trees that live or die and, 
once, he proudly told about his daughter 
being saved and what a blessing that was. 
About a year back, One Arm called me to talk 
about a couple of things.

“First off, thanky for that piece you wrote 
about me. I got it pinned up on my far (fire) 
board. It done my heart a world of good to 
know that somebody cares about an ol’ one-
armed man like me.”

He was doing good for my heart so we chat-
ted on then he said, “Let me ask you sumptin. 
That swang you got down at your mama’s 
house. My brother shore would like to buy 
that. Would you be of a mind to sell it?”

It was a comfortable swing with a canopy 
that I had put under a huge maple. I loved 
it and whenever I was down at Mama’s, I 
enjoyed a swing and some sitting time. It al-
ways reminded me of when Mama and I used 
to sit on the porch, me on the steps and she in 
the glider, and watch occasional cars go by on 
weather mild evenings.

“No, One Arm, I don’t think so.” I explained 
why. He understood and said, “Well, if you 
ever change yur mind, give me a holler.” His 
brother lives on up past One Arm’s house so 
he’s a neighbor, too. You know how it is in the 
country. Anyone within a three mile radius is 
a neighbor.

I hung up the phone and went into the 
kitchen to make dinner but I kept thinking 
about that call. I’m kind of the mind that if 
someone admires something of nominal value 
I have, if it’s something that I can part with, 
then I should share it with them. Sometimes, 
it’s hard to do. Like the pearl bracelet that I 
bought in an outdoor market in Paris. I have 
a tiny wrist and it fit perfectly. I bought one 
for me and one for a gift. My niece, Nicole, 
who was with me, bought a couple for gifts. 
One day at Sunday dinner, I had it on.

“I love that bracelet. I wish I had bought me 
one.” I hesitated. I loved it but I pulled it off 
and said, “You can have this one.” It thrilled 
her. Three years later, I found an even pret-
tier one that fits my wrist at the Cloister at 
Sea Island and Tink bought it. I like it much 
better because it has a sparkling sand dollar 
in the midst of the multi-strands.

I called One Arm back. “Your brother can 
have the swing. Tell him it’s a gift and I hope 
he enjoys it.”

I haven’t been able to find one to replace 
it yet, but, in time, I’ll find one. It took years 
with the bracelet.  Meanwhile, our neighbor 
is enjoying it bunches.

And that is a happy feeling for me.
Ronda Rich is the best-selling author of the 

What Southern Women Know trilogy. Visit 
www.rondarich.com to sign up for her free 
weekly newsletter.

Chris Britt

Blythewood Historical Tidbits
Presented by 

The Blythewood Historical 
Society

And Museum 
   Can you believe this is Main Street/Wilson Boulevard/Highway 
21?  The Wilsons were an outstanding family in Blythewood.  They 
were very active in their community and Wilson’s Store was a popu-
lar place to shop and keep up with life in Blythewood.

   How much, if any, has Blythewood changed since the near-total 
eclipse on March 7, 1970.  To find out the answer to this question, 
please join the Blythewood Historical Society at the Langford-Nord 
House on August 17 at 7pm for a special solar eclipse presentation. 
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By Ronda RichSend More 
Chuck Berry

Letter to the editor 

One of the best stories from Saturday Night Live 
was a Steve Martin news parody that reported a probe 
(Voyager) had been launched into the far reaches of 
the universe.  It contained the sounds of our little 
planet, including classical music, folk music and one 
rock ‘n roll song.  After many years they finally re-
ceived a message from the cosmos.  Expecting a re-
quest for more Beethoven, instead they got a simple 
four word request that said, “Send more Chuck Ber-
ry.”  I guess the higher intelligence had freed their 
minds of the shackles of weak minded perceptions.

The real message from an advanced intellect was 
that if you really like classical music, then pursue it.  
However, if you are like myself and appreciate it, 
but find it to be incredibly boring then don’t feel de-
praved because you find inspiration with Pete Seeger 
delivering a poetic and poignant message with noth-
ing more than a banjo.  Don’t be like the hypocrite 
who stayed in his room all day and blasted everyone 
with classical music, but would crank up the Moody 
Blues as soon as everyone left.

One of the great human fallacies is that we tend 
to limit ourselves, especially intellectually, with the 
fear of what others think.  We stifle our creativity 
and our progress in the shadow of traditional and ac-
cepted wisdom.  Very little is created or discovered 
without stepping outside of the box.  The Theory of 
Relativity, the light bulb and Sergeant Pepper would 
never have been a reality by thinking in conventional 
terms.

Cecil Moseley
Winnsboro, SC

Send all letters to:
tpage@countrychronicle.com

Write us a note!

The power of a word that’s kept
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First Friday Art Show at 
Over the Top Gallery

The Fairfield County Arts Council (FCAC) 
presented “ART INSPIRED BY MUSIC” dur-
ing its April First Friday Art Show in the Gal-
lery at Over the Top in Ridgeway last week.  
The special evening included a display of 
works created by local artists as well as a re-
ception.  Featured artists included Barbara 
Yongue, Mark Conrardy and Lisa Anne Cullen 
with music for the event provided by Frederick 
Ingram.  Sponsored by the FCAC, the ongo-
ing series of First Friday art shows continues 
to revolve around a specific theme.  Past shows 
have included a tribute to great artists entitled 
Copy the Masters where local, contemporary 
artists were invited to display their interpre-
tations of well-known paintings by masters 
such as Van Gogh and Vermeer.   Pictured to 
the right, artist Lisa Anne Cullen stands by her 
multilayered guitar artwork. 

                              
Muller Road 

Middle Students 
Excel in Science!

Muller Road Middle School students 
participated in the annual Region II Sci-
ence and Engineering Fair at USC on 
March 15.  Eighth grade students partici-
pating were Luther Bells who presented 
his project entitled Do Leopard Geckos 
Have a Preference on Which Side They 
Capture Their Prey in the Biology/Zo-
ology category, Madison Tankersley 
who presented her project entitled If 
Given Multiple Food Choices, Which 
One Would White-tailed Deer Prefer the 
Most in the Behavioral Sciences catego-
ry and Jessica Whitlock who presented 
her project entitled Evaluate How the 
Different Forms of Ibuprofen in a Com-
mon Painkiller, More Specifically Advil, 
Affect Drug Solubility in the Chemistry 
category.

On Sunday, March 24, students were 
presented with their awards during the 

Junior Division Award Ceremony with 
Bells receiving the Grand Award - Ju-
nior Division, 1st place - Biological 
Sciences Awards, 1st place in Biology 
- USC Sumter, Outstanding Achieve-
ment - Congaree National Park Award 
and Outstanding Achievement - Best 8th 
Grade Projects. Bells has been invited to 
a national science fair in Washington DC 
next fall. 

Tankersley received a 1st place for the 
Congaree National Park Award, an Hon-
orable Mention for Behavioral Sciences 
and Outstanding Achievement - Best 8th 
Grade Projects and Whitlock, who was 
the schoolwide Science Fair winner, re-
ceived an Honorable Mention for Chem-
istry.  Pictured with their awards are win-
ners Jessica Whitlock, Luther Bells and 

Madison Tankersley.

Bethel-Hanberry Elementary
 collects items for Assisted Living

Bethel-Hanberry Elementary School 
and its student council collected 1723 
items for the Brookdale Assisted Living 
Center.  The community service project 
was a huge success and students from 
all grade levels participated by donating 

items that residents at the center could 
use.  Pictured above are student council 
members Kenneth Martin, Erin Daniels, 
Taukerra Roberts and Jake Gonzalez.  
Student council sponsor was first grade 
teacher Brandy Hagood.

Labfest at Langford Elementary
Langford Elementary held their annual 

Labfest PTO fundraiser on Fri., March 
29. Hundreds of students and families 
from the community showed up to enjoy 
bounce houses, face painting, games and 
delicious eats provided by local venders 

such as Sweet Pea’s Ice Cream and Cafe, 
The Donut Guy and Rita’s Italian Ice.    
  The Blythewood Masonic Lodge was 
also on hand with hot dogs and chips for 
sale.  Pictured above are tug-of-war teams 
competing for bragging rights.
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Next Week  
Christ Is Risen!

Message 7 of 8 
Read past messages at  
transfigurationsc.org

9720 Wilson Blvd, Blythewood, SC 29016 • 803-735-0512 • transfigurationsc.org • office@transfigurationsc.org

Nobody messes with Chuck Norris.
After becoming a world champion of martial arts, Chuck Norris 
was noticed by Hollywood and starred in countless action movies. 
In recent years he has become an entertaining image of invincible 
strength. One can’t imagine a fighter like Chuck Norris getting 
cornered in a street and captured by bad guys. He could fight his 
way out of any trap. The only way that he could get taken is if he 
chose to give himself up, part of a greater master plan.
 
Jesus was arrested and treated like a criminal.
During his three years of ministry, Jesus had done nothing wrong, 
but upon visiting Jerusalem he was arrested and taken to court. 
The witnesses made up lies about him, and he was sentenced to 
death. Jesus was brutally mocked, tortured, and put on a cross 
between two criminals.
 
Jesus freely chose to give his life for us.
One might imagine Jesus as someone who was in the wrong place 
at the wrong time. But remember that Jesus was God in our midst. 
He knew ahead of time what was going to happen and freely 
chose to allow it to happen. He was much more powerful than 
any action star. With a mere thought, he could have stopped the 
proceedings at any time.
 
The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.
A few months before his arrest, Jesus described himself as the 
good shepherd. When wolves come, a good shepherd sacrifices 
himself for his flock. He too will choose to lay down his life for us, 
his flock: “No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own. 
I have power to lay it down, and power to take it up again. This 
command I have received from my Father.” (John 10:18)

Jesus gave his life so we may have true life.
It was all part of a divine rescue mission. Jesus knew that we were 
all captives to sin, and we could do nothing on our own to free 
ourselves. Jesus chose to give his life so that we could be freed 
from sin and restored as sons and daughters of the Heavenly 
Father. As true God, he could offer a perfect sacrifice of love. As 
true man, he was able to offer this sacrifice on behalf of all of 
humanity. His sacrifice offers us the gift of union with God, here 
on earth and one day in heaven.
 
Jesus died for you personally!
Jesus did not just give his life for all of us as a human race. On 
Good Friday, he knew each of us who would ever exist. He chose 
to give his life for you personally. Even if you were the only person 
who needed to be saved from sin, he would have still done the 
same! What joy as Christians, knowing that Jesus loves us so 
much that he chose to give his life for us!

Was Jesus in the wrong place at the wrong time? 

He Did It for You!
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AIR CONDITIONING

Arctic Air Heating & Cooling
“Fast, friendly, fair. 

It’s time to call Arctic Air.” 
754-3150 • www.arcticairsc.com

 Lever Repairs, Inc.
Family, Friendly, and Locally Owned

Serving the Midlands since 2007
Call us today for all of your heating 

and cooling needs
803-333-0737

ACCOUNTING & TAX 
SERVICE 

Susan B. Smith, CPA
303 Main Street, Blythewood

803-753-4489
Email - susan@susanbsmithcpa.com

www.susanbsmithcpa.com

ANIMAL CONTROL

All Things Wild
Nuisance Wildlife Control

Residential/Commercial, Licensed, Insured
Squirrels, Rats, Bats, Moles, Birds, Snakes, 

Raccoons, Possums, Fox, 
Coyotes, Beavers, etc. Animal House Ex-

clusion, Sealing & Cleaning 
and Insect Pest Control 

(803) 920-3880
www.animalcontrolcolumbia.com

ATTORNEYS

The Law Office
of Shannon K. Burnett

Collaborative Law • Divorce • Adoptions
Child Custody • Personal Injury •Real Estate 
Probate • Estate Planning • Power of Attorney

Shannon K. Burnett, Esquire 
(803) 786-1758 • FAX: (803) 786-1759

shannonburnettlaw.com
109 N. Main Street, Blythewood
2537 Gervais Street, Columbia

Wallace Law Offices
Serving the Blythewood community 

P. O. Box 763, Blythewood , 754-8786

AUTO SALES
Wilson Chevrolet 

New and used cars 
parts and service 

798 U.S. Hwy. 321, Winnsboro  
1-800-789-1304
 • (803)635-4614

Wilson Chrysler,  
Dodge, Jeep

New and used cars
 parts and service 

238 Congress Street, Winnsboro 
1-800-551-1767 • (803) 635-4923

McDaniels Acura/VW/Mazda
Home of Warranty Forever 

501 W. Killian Road  
I-77/Exit 22 - 1/2 mile toward Clemson Road

(803) 786-6400
www.mcdanielsautogroup.com

AUTO SERVICE

Blythewood Automotive
Complete range of automotive repairs Parts, 

labor guaranteed 
25 years experience 

10334 Wilson Blvd., Blythewood, 786-2886
  

BANKING
Mid Carolina Credit Union

“Our community. Our focus” 
No min. balance checking

Savings - Auto - Credit Card - 
Home Loans

10350 Wilson Blvd., Blythewood
(Across from the DMV)

midcarolinacu.com (803) 432-8521

CLEANING SERVICES

The Dirty Work of SC, LLC
Commercial & Residential Cleaning

Weekly-Biweekly-Monthly
Maid Service - One-Time Cleanings

Post-Construction for Builders

www.thedirtyworkLLC.com
Call (803)446-1020 when you need someone 

to do The Dirty Work! 

Sparkle and Shine 
Cleaning Company 

Commercial & Residential Cleaning Services 
Licensed-Bonded-Insured

Established in 1995 - BBB A+ Member
Free Estimates, Competitive Rates, 

References Available, Referral Program
We offer a variety of customized packages

Deep/Initial Cleaning, Weekly, Biweekly, 
Monthly

Call us today or visit our website:
Libby Boozer - (803) 315-7932

www.sparkleshinecc.com

COFFEE SHOPS

Bloomin’ Bean Coffee Bar 
Freshly Brewed Specialty Coffees,

Expresso and Frappes
412-C McNulty Street

Blythewood, SC 29016
(803) 223-9661

DENTISTRY
Blythewood Family Dentistry 
General family & cosmetic dentistry 

205 Blythewood Road,
 Blythewood, 691-4430

Elite Smiles Dental, PA
Family, Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 

9020 Farrow Road 
(803) 419-5002

www.elitesmilessc.com
Andrew G. Gambrell, DMD

DRY CLEANING

Tripp’s Fine Cleaners
“You’ve chosen the finest” 

In IGA shopping plaza 
Blythewood, 333-9191

ELECTRICIANS

Brown Electric, LLC
All phases of electrical work 

No job is too small 
Now offering solar power 

and emergency generators.
Now accepting credit cards

 Licensed & Insured 
Call (803) 315-7680

FENCES/DECKS/DOCKS

All Season Services LLC
Installation of 3 & 4 board fence

Chainlink • Wire fence • Privacy fences
Automatic gates • Deck installation

Dock insrtallation •  Licensed & Insured (BBB)
(803) 240-7056 • allseasons11@yahoo.com

FLORISTS

Blythewood Gloriosa Florist
Flowers for all occasions

412-D McNulty Street
Blythewood, SC 29016

(803) 691-1820
blythewoodgloriosaflorist.com

GUTTERS

Exterior Dreams 
& Seamless Gutters

6” seamless gutters
Owner/Operator Chuck Mosier

will match or beat any of our gutter 
competitors’ prices
Office: 425-7160

HARDWARE & FEED

Blythewood Feed 
and Hardware

Seed & fertilizer • garden, 
hunting & fishing supplies 

More than 30 years of service
 to the Blythewood community
Across from Post Office, 754-0534 

HOME REPAIR/
IMPROVEMENT

     Ron Wilson
For Quality Work at a Reasonable 

Price Call (803) 413-1612
Carpentry, Insulation, Drywall,

Painting, Brick and Block, 
Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

Serving Blythewood and Surrounding 
Counties For 50 Years!

Business Directory
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INSURANCE
Allstate Insurance, 
Kellie Ballentine

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
Financial Services  

162 Langford Road, Blythewood  
Phone: 691-3000 • Fax: 691-3099

INSURANCE
Upchurch & Jowers Insurance

Independent Agency 
Home • Auto • Business
Workers Compensation

803-256-2676 or 1-800-922-2449

LANDSCAPE & 
IRRIGATION

All Seasons Services, LLC
Irrigation Service & Installation 

Property Management • Landscape Lighting • 
Installation Sod • Mulch
Straw • Plants • Trees

Rock walkways & Decorative Rock 
Fertilizer Treatment Program • Free Estimates

Licensed & Insured (BBB)
Call Justin Swindler, (803) 240-7056 

email:allseasons11@yahoo.com 

   Greenscape
  Landscape •  Design, Install, Maintenance

         Irrigation • Design, Install, Repair
Skid Steer • Clearing, Grading, Bush Hogging

  (803) 767-2748

LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT
Commercial Landscape 

Management
Farm management

Bobcat Work • Clearing  • Grading 
Drain Work • Commercial Irrigation

Bush Hogging • Licensed & Insured (BBB)
Call Justin Swindler, (803) 240-7056 

email:allseasons11@yahoo.com 
web: www.allseasonsservicesllc.com

LAWN & GARDEN
Atlas Lawn & Landscape, LLC

of Blythewood
Year-round Maintenance • Install & Design 

Landscapes & Hardscapes 
Includes Mulching, Planting Sod, Stone, etc.

MOSQUITOS, TOO!
From Our Family to Yours for Over 15 Years

www.AtlasLawns.com
Free Estimates

Devin Lanier, Owner
803-570-2128

Custom Lawn Service
Maintenance • roof & gutter cleaning

 junk removal • aeration • windows & more • 
residential & commercial 

754-5688

MARTIAL ARTS
Blythewood Tae Kwon Do USA
Children ages 3 & up, men, women, 

(803) 735-0470
blythewoodtaekwondo.com

(803) 735-0470
blythewoodtaekwondo.com

MEDICAL
Blythewood Pharmacy

& Home Medical Equipment
Your Wellness Partners Since 1981!

Compounding
Flu Shots & Vaccinations

Bath Safety, Braces & Supports
 & Lift Chairs

Diabetic Testing, Supplies & Shoes
Vitamins & Herbal Supplements

E-Prescriptions & 24 Hour Refill Line
710-C University Village Drive, 

Blythewood, SC 29016
Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm Sat. 9am-2pm

www.blythewoodpharmacy.com
803-786-8110

PAINTING
Robert Brewer Painting

Interior & exterior • sheetrock repairs  
textured ceiling • pressure washing  
Free estimates • Licensed & insured 

Call 754-0374

PEST CONTROL
Bug Slayer

• Monthly mosquito treatments
• Quarterly indoor/outdoor pest control

 • Annual contracts
 • Integrated pest control 
management systems
• One-time services

Blythewood’s Leading Pest Control Company
(803) 240-7056

www.allseasonsservicesinc.com

RESIDENTIAL
MOISTURE CONTROL
All Seasons Services, Inc.

• Vapor Barriers
• Sump Pump Installations
 • Water Damage Repairs

• Mold Treatments
• Free Inspections & Estimates

Licensed & Insured
(803) 240-7056

www.allseasonsservicesinc.com

ROOFING
Wilson’s Roofing, Inc.
“We Take It to the Next Level”
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

20+ Years Professional Experience
New Roof, Re-Roofing, Tear-Offs, 
Repairs, FREE Roof Inspections

Website: www.WilsonsRoofingInc.net
Email: Info@WilsonsRoofingInc.net

Blythewood 
Call Michael Wilson(803) 513-0586

TREE SERVICES
Bates Tree Service
& Stump Grinding 

Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured 

30 Years Experience • (803) 718-5605 
(803) 635-0410

WELL SERVICES
All Seasons Services LLC
Repair & installation of well pumps 
Yearly inspection • Bladder tank/ 
pressure switch replacements

Irrigation & shallow well pump installation
Licensed & Insured (BBB) • (803) 240-7056 

allseasons11@yahoo.com

Business Directory

    
   The path to building Columbia’s premiere 
comic book event started in 2011 when 
Brock found a an original copy of the Jus-
tice League of America comic book pub-
lished by DC Comics in his father’s Gaff-
ney, SC warehouse.  “It was a piece of trash, 
a dogged-out book, but it was still worth a couple 
of hundred dollars,” said Brock.  
  An investment accountant with the State of 
South Carolina, Brock was aware of the blue-
chip returns in the secondary comic book mar-
ket and from that single find he started an online 
comic book store that led him to make contacts 
at conventions, within the community of artists, 
investors and collectors. In 2015, seeing the po-
tential for a large-scale comic book event, Brock 
and his partners held the first Soda City Comic 
Con. The occasion was almost a literal washout, 
as it was scheduled to occur on the weekend 
of the historic October floods.  Requiring six 
months of planning to coordinate the 55 vendors 

and 70 artists, as well as staff and volunteers re-
quired to pull off an event of this scale, Brock 
and his partners forged ahead and in 2016 their 
work paid off when crowds filled the Convention 
Center and the Soda City Comic Con put itself 
on the map as a statewide draw.  
   Now in its third year, Soda City Comic Con has 
almost reached maximum capacity level for the 
Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center and 
Brock is quick to point out that this would not 
have been possible without his partners, family 
members, and the volunteers who give their time. 
   A resident of Blythewood since 2015, Brock 
and his wife Mary reside in Oakhurst Subdivi-
sion with their three children.  Joining the Plan-
ning Commission in September of last year, he 
has quickly become one of the most vocal mem-
bers serving on this board.  Remarking on his 
public service, Brock said, “When we moved to 
Blythewood from downtown, I wanted to have 
some sort of impact in the town where my chil-
dren were growing up…I saw an opportunity 
to build a town and at some point to have some 
say in the environment where my kids grow up.”  
When asked about plans for the future, Brock 
also indicated that he hopes to run for Town 
Council in November.  
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Community Calendar
BLYTHEWOOD

• FARMERS MARKET. The Bly-
thewood Farmers Market will 
be held each Wed. through 
the month of October in 
Doko Meadows, 171 Lang-
ford Rd., from 4 until 7pm.

. HILLCLIMBERS.. Hillclimbers, a 
nondenominational senior activ-
ity, will be held on Sept. 5 in the 
Youth Building at Trinity United 
Methodist Church.  Program on 
fall gardening presented by the 
Clemson Extension office will 
begin at 11am with lunch follow-
ing at noon provided by  Scot-
tie’s for a cost of $7. Please call 
or text (803) 673-2051 by 6pm 
on Sept. 3 to reserve lunch.

. HOOF & PAW. The Hoof & Paw 
Benevolent Society will hold 
their monthly meeting on Sept. 
7 in the rear dining room at 
Lizard’s Thicket in Blythewood 
at 6:30pm. Bob Innes, Direc-

tor of Fairfield Animal Con-
trol will be the guest speaker.

• HONORING THE BRAVE. Dunbar 
Funeral Home, Northeast Cha-
pel will hold a dedication of 
Dunbar’s Monument of Honor 
for our Armed Services, First 
Responders and those who 
have paid the ultimate sacrifice 
for our country on Sat., Sept. 
9  at 7 pm at 4219 Hard Scrab-
ble  Rd., Columbia 29223. 
Refreshments will be served. 
Please RSVP to 803-788-6310.

. BALLOONS & TUNES. Sept. 22, 
from 6-8pm at Doko Mead-
ows. Bring a blanket or lawn 
chairs and enjoy a free concert 
by the VillageBands and see 
the hot air balloon. Event will 
include food trucks from Scot-
tie’s. Doko Smoke, San Jose, 
Scott Benny’s,  The Donut Guy, 
Kiki’s and Rita’s. Inflatables, 
balloon animals and more! 
Email beki@blythewood vil-

lage.com for more information.
 

 RIDGEWAY

• AA MEETINGS. Alcoholics Anon-
ymous meetings are held on 
Mondays at 7:30 pm at St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church, par-
ish house, 296 E. Church St./
Longtown Rd., in Ridgeway. For 
more information contact David 
K. at (803) 673-1399.

 WINNSBORO

. ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVERS SUP-
PORT. Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Support Group is designed to 
provide emotional, educational 
and social support for caregiv-
ers. Meetings are held the sec-
ond Tues. of every month from 
6 to 7 pm at the Council on Ag-
ing Senior Center Building, 210 
E. Washington St., in Winns-
boro. For more info call Deb-
bie Brown at (803) 633-4282 or 

Wanda Mills at (803) 3015.

• FARMERS MARKET. The Winns-
boro Farmers and Artisans 
Market will be held each Sat. 
through the month of October 
from 9am to 1pm at the Clock 
Tower, 100  S. Congress St. 
Please visit Facebook for mar-
ket events, vendors & more de-
tails.

• ANNUAL MEETING. The Fairfield 
County Farm Bureau will hold 
its annual meeting for voting 
members on Sept. 28. Reser-
vations are required. For more 
information contact Tina Bryant 
at (803)635-5569 or email tina-
bryant@scfbins.com

• FCAC MEETING. The Fairfield 
County Arts Council will hold its 
monthly meeting on Sat., Sept. 
16 at 5pm during the reception 
for the Plein Air painting con-
test at the Winnsboro Women’s 
Club, 102 S. Vanderhorst St.

Tonya 

Page

General 

Manager

803-767-3373

Sales 

Representative

803-432-6157

Or

Michell

Holden

To advertise in the Business Directory
Contact Tonya Page

General Manager 803-767-3373
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        Photo provided by Robert White
Aimee Murray, Public Affairs Specialist 
for Dominion Energy, spoke at the GBCC 
monthly breakfast on Tuesday.

GBCC Monthly Breakfast  Features Dominion 
Energy’s Aimee Murray

By Robert White
Public Affairs Specialist Aimee Murray 

from Dominion Energy spoke at the Great-
er Blythewood Chamber of Commerce’s 
monthly breakfast meeting on Tues., April 
9. Murray, who joined SCANA in 2017, was 
a former communications and community 
engagement officer with the Berkley Coun-
ty School District. Dominion Energy, which 
took over SCANA three months ago, is cur-
rently engaged in business across eighteen 
different states.  Employing 21,000 people, 
Dominion provides service to approxi-
mately 7.5 million people. This number in-
cludes the 730,000 electricity customers and 
380,000 gas customers SCANA formerly 
served in South Carolina. 

Murray spoke about what Dominion 
Energy customers in South Carolina can 
expect in 2019, stating, “You have seen or 
experienced about a 15 percent decrease in 
your bills. You probably saw in your Febru-
ary bills that it was an even lower level than 

before and that would be as a result of the 
federal tax reform that was passed in 2018. 
It was a one-time bill credit and you saw 
it in your February bill. One thing to look 
forward to is the one-time settlement.  It is 
the rate payer litigation settlement, that is 
about $115 million plus the value of certain 
real estate assets that SCANA Corporation 
owned. That is one thing to look forward to, 
but it all has to be approved by the courts 
before it goes through. I am thinking it will 
be in the form of bill credits yet again.” 

Asked by The Country Chronicle if Do-
minion has a plan for disposing of the as-
sets currently sitting on the ground where 
VC Summer Unit 2 and Unit 3 were be-
ing constructed prior to abandonment of 
the project and about the economic affects 
abandonment of the project have had on 
Fairfield County, Murray responded, “We 
have customers in Fairfield County and we 
will continue to serve them as all of our cus-
tomers with the best service we can possi-

bly provide. Now in terms of the assets that 
are at the nuclear facility, we abandoned the 
project and we have nothing else to do with 
those assets.”  

When questioned about Dominion’s ini-
tial campaign to provide $1,000 check’s to 
all SCE&G’s residential customers by Bly-
thewood Mayor Mike Ross, Murry said, 
“You know that when Dominion first came 
into the area there was a huge advertising 
campaign….and that was the initial plan, 
but after conversations with the General 
Assembly and other stake holders it was 
brought to our attention that more long-
term rate relief was necessary and what was 
wanted as opposed to a onetime $1,000. So 
we proposed yet another plan and it is what 
we call Plan “B” levelized and so it provides 
that rate relief for a longer rate of time. The 
Public Service Commission approved it and 
that is the one we wholeheartedly endorse.”   

GARDEN COLUMN 

Rock, Paper, Scissors
By Sal Sharpe,

 Garden Columnist

Rock breaks scissors. Scissors cut 
paper. Paper covers rocks. I’ve got a 
new take on this game and how about 
- Corn supports beans, beans help corn, 
squash shades beans.

The definition of a symbiotic rela-
tionship in science is a relationship be-
tween two or more species which may 
or may not be beneficial to each other. 
In the above case, it is beneficial.

The Native Americans where ge-
niuses when it came to symbiotic rela-
tionships. They figured out what plants 
worked together in order to give them 
the best harvest. It was life or death to 
them because crop failure could mean 
starvation.

In our increasingly urban life we 
can adopt some of the Native Ameri-
can practices in order to grow more 
in a smaller area, using less water and 
chemicals.

This type of planting is best known as 
the “three sister’s method” or compan-
ion gardening. Did you know that this 

method dates back to 1000 AD?
Now, let’s get to planting. First you 

plant your corn and sunflowers in a row. 
Corn and sunflowers provide a stalk that 
will support your climbing crops. They 
also provide a little shade, protecting 
your crops from the harsh South Caro-
lina sun.

Always plant corn close together so 
the plants can pollinate each other. The 
perfect distance is about three to four 
inches apart. When your corn or sun-
flowers are about five inches high it is 
time to plant your crops that vine. 

You can plant anything from cucum-
bers to running beans. Running is an-
other name for vining or climbing in the 
plant world. Plant your climbing crops 
about four inches out from the corn and/
or sunflowers. Beans pull nitrogen from 
the air, which will help feed your corn 
which needs a lot of nitrogen in order to 
grow and produce.

One week later, you can plant your 
squash or zucchini. Plant them about 
eighteen inches away from the climb-
ing crops and about twenty- four inches 
apart. The big leaves from the squash 

plants will shade the roots, so water will 
be slower to evaporate off the ground.

Now I am going to add another crop 
to the mix which is a cousin to the sis-
ters – flowers. You must plant some 
flowers in the garden in order to attract 
bees. If you have no bees you will have 
no squash or zucchini. Plant a wild-
flower mix like petunias or buckwheat 
- pretty much anything that is a flower. 
Your sunflowers will also attract the 
bees.

So in this garden corn supports 
beans, beans fertilize corn. Squash 
shades beans. Wildflowers attract the 
bees. Bees pollinate the squash.

 I hope you will take advantage of 
every bit of garden space this planting 
season and you can grow a lot in a small 
raised garden when you adopt some 
ancient Native American practices. As 
always, Let’s Get Growing South Caro-
lina!

Sal Sharpe is owner of Sal’s Ol’ 
Timey Feed & Seed.  You can check 
out her blog and share your gardening 
experiences at salslocalseed.com.
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Westwood Boys Track Team 
Wins Hillcrest Invitational

The Westwood boys track team brought home first place against 
some of the top 5A teams from across the upstate during the March 29, 
Friday Night Lights Invitational. 

Christian Horn and Paul McCants continued to lead the team with 
Horn winning the 200m, 400m, and 4×400 relay.  McCants finished 
2nd in both the 800m, 400m and was a part of the dominating 4×400 
relay team. Others having big nights were Jalen Briggman and 8th 
grader William Tyndall.
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Call 803.779.3070 to schedule 
an appointment at any of our 

three convenient locations.

Downtown Columbia • 1920 Pickens at Calhoun 
Northeast Columbia • 100 Summit Centre Drive 
Lexington • 100 Palmetto Park Boulevard 

Your vision 
is our focus
From comprehensive eye exams to the 
most advanced laser cataract surgery, 
your vision is our focus.


